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Swami Passe n Sabian vee ten at Mera 2 ne 
Khathiawar distr T_Guzeral-if ee year 1824 of the 
Chistian era Nee ain Vid Bial man fami y 
of the Udihya class “Rixoctginal name is nol known H's 
father was a staunch Shacva 

Dayananda received his educat’on acco‘ding to the pio- 
cedute followed inthe famiy When neatly five yeas old, 
Dayananda, after learning the Devanagn alphabet got by 
heart several Vazdic Mantras and portions of the Veda 
Bhashya (commentary of the Vedas), 

Inthe eighth year of his age, he was initiated as a 
Brahman After his initiaton Dayananda was taught g‘am- 
mar and portions of the Vedas The educat on thus received 
by Dayananda was cons‘dered sufficient by hs [ ther, but 
he himself was not satisfied with i Ile continued bis 
studies 

In the eatly ife of D yananda, two events took place 
which turned his mind toa new channel, and the chy Iced 
‘tie erring sons of Arya Varta to look up to the Vedas, fiom 
which they 1ad estranged themse ves, as Gols Revelat on 
to man for the attainment of Afew/t; ( Srvaton) We 
wl narrate them here. When the Suva Chalurdashi day 
approached, the father of Dayananda took hm to the Shivas 
temple outside the town af Mera, and ardcred him to fast 
on that day and keep up the whoen’gh. Dayananda did 
so. At midnight, on looking towards tle tmage of Shiva, 
Dayananda saw some rats ruin ng over st ax eating the 
rice whtch was used in the worsh p of tit deity Seemng 
this, Dayananda questioned to himself how co |d ths be the 
A mighty Being wlo had not the power totdi ve away the 
rats? After cogitating on this subject, he give ud the 
worship of Shiva, and begai to study the Vedas and the 
Vedangas, whigh resulted in the sp ead of the Vaidre 
*t uths throughout Tidia. The otoer inc dent occurred aout 
this time. Tie sight of the closing scenes of the 1 Unly 
career of his sister and uncle, impressed upoi iis mind the 
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feetin Reg atthe of the tungs of thts wg! ae him to 
cortde that there was noth ng valudb e me 
winch a nan shoud hive and that, AZekt: (salvat on) was 
the ony objcct which shot dbe sougit From that t me, 
Dayana ida putastop to oatward relig ous pract’ces and 
turnel bis attenio tewatds ci os Ikatian af Ins soul He 
soug t tie advice of some Pandits who advised hm to 
practice Yoga Dayanaigda now began to s) ght the pleas- 
ures of this would, and soM@times expressed before hs friends 
his disinclination to euter famly life By and by his father 
found out ns twrn of und and ne tcok steps to encham 
him im secular affairs At first h’s father Wished to give 
him the post of ¥amadir (Teksildar), but Dayananda de- 
clined «He then began to make arrangements for his 
marriage. Dayananda, on coming to know of tt Ieft the 
family unnoticed He was then inthe twenty first year of 
his age 
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After leaving tus paternal home, Dayananda formed the 
acquaintance of a Brahmachart who initiated him, giving 
him the name of Shuddha Chaitanya, A gieat fair was to 
take place at Sedhapur in the month of Kartz# (October or 
November), and Dayananda proceeded thither in the hope 
of meeting with Sedhus (ho.y men) Dayananda passed 
some days with great pleasure in the company of Yogvs and 
Sannyasts butthis pleasure was not to continue long Ona 
certan day, when Dayananda was conferrng with some 
Sannyasts in a temple h’s father made his appeatance with 
some sepoys Seeing Dayananda in the garb of a Brah- 
machart, bs father became so much angry that, he tore hs 
Gairzk cloth* and broke bs Kamandalu} We then placed 
him under the guard of sepoys One night when the sepoys 
fellas éep, Dayananda fled. Ile at first, went to Abmeda- 
bad and thence to Baroda. At the latter place, he had a 
talk with some Saznyasis, which led to his bel ef in the 
identity of human soul wth the Supreme Spiri Dayananda 
then visited Benares, aid afterwards went to Chanada 
Kalyant on the hanks of the Nerhidda Here he wae in‘tated 
as a Sannyas: by Purnananda Saraswati, who changed his 
name to Dayananda Saraswatr Daya.anda then v'sited the 
Abu Hills n Rajputana and atte:wards traversed the [imas 
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isiling several Seznyariy and conversing will 
them on rel gious subjects. On coning down the hi ls 
Dayananda visited several places in Jpper India = Duya- 
nanda passed sometine at Chunar _ {lere he practised Yoga 
and as light food was necessary for that puipose, Dayar 
nanda lived on milk only Leaving Chunar he p occeded to 
visit the source of the 1 ver Neibudda Woailst passtog 
through hills and forests, Dayananda mt wilh preat hard: 
ships, bis body beng torn by thorny bushes As niht 
approached, he went to the huts of some poo’ men at the foot 
of the h lls. These men supplied un with milk and attended 
on him the whele mght After trave ling in tus manner tor 
twelve years, with the object of gauung Para Vidya that 
woud fead to his salvation Dayananda went to Mathura to 
complete his education under the fai famed sage and savant 
Virajananda. 

At this time, Virajananda Swami wasin the 81st year of 
his age He was blind ftom his early days Dayananda was 
then 34 or 35 years old. When Dayananda cane to Vite ya. 
nanda, the latter, according to hs usual practice requested 
Dayananda to commence his education anew, setting aside 
the books written by men A liberal monoded gentleman 
named A nar Lal, supplied the wants of Dayananda = Viraya- 
nanda Swami taught Dayananda, in the first instance, Panent 
(gratrmar) and its commentary named Mzhabhasya, anda 
afterwards gave him imetruction in the Vedas, Vedantas, 
Manu smriti, Brahma Sutra and the Darsanas Viryananda 5 
grasp of the subjects taught by him and Ins mastary over 
them, led Dayananda to the convict on that he was a nan of 
vast learning, and that up to this be had not mct wth so abe 
apreceplor On the otier hand, the vast rote tligence d’s- 
played by Dayanaoda in lis conpichens on ol the subj ets, 
convinced Virajananda that, a pupil of so sharp an inte ect 
bad never come to him . 
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Besides teach 1g the boos referred to the great prcecplor 
pointed out to Day manda the » gis that wor d dist nguioh 
the sacred from the profane hooks He also explaried that 
the neglect of the sacred books of the Aryans he. by on whe 
cause of Indias degeneiaton, and the Prevalence of the 
different systems reared up on superstton — Lhese ist ae. 
tions madeaviic inptession on Dayaiaida And above 
all, the pure clftracter of Vizjananca exercised so Heat an 
influence over Diyananda that he felt) hinsclf gieat y 
elevated - 


T 49] 
PROACHES AGAINST IOLAIRY 


Dayananda had now a duty to peifarm It was ta give 
Guru Dakshina to is preceptor. The Shaséras are not 
stricl in this matter. The pupil is required to give whatever 
he can Virajananda demanded Dakshina tom Dayananda, 
but the latter said that he had nothing to give On ths the 
preceptor said that he did not expect whal Dayananda had 
not the power to give Dayananda then requested his 
preceptor to mention whit he wanted Then, Virajananda, 
with great veiemence, 13sued the tollowing mandate, saying 
that this was what he wanted—"' Establishin Arya Varta the 
glory of the sacred books, nullify those that ate not of divine 
ovigin, and, at all hazards, take steps towards the revival 
of Vedve religion wn India” 

Dayananda was tinder the tuition of Virajananda_ for six 
or seven years After which, he sojourned at Agra, Gwalior, 
Karauli and Ajmere, At these places, he extolled the Vedic 
religion and deprecated t1e Puranas and other religious books 
of tecent times. After again seeing Virajananda Swami at 
Mathura and clearing up some of his doubts about religion 
from that great man, Dayananda repaired to Hardwar ta 
visit the Kumbha mela. 

On reaching that sacred place, he occupied a hut, and 
hoisted over it his flag with the inscription— Discomfiture 
of the irreligious.” The sight of this induced several peisons 
of different religious views to come to his cottage and argue 
with him Ths becane disagreeable to Dayananda, He 
thought w'th n himse f, why should he a Saxnyast, keep so 
large a number of books with him and increase the number of 
his enem’es ? Should he not pass hs t nein communion with 
lis Maker? Hethen dsposed of hs books and began ta 
pass his time in slenceas a A/awne Sanuyas: But, he could 
not tema’1 long in tus state, A Vals ava came and pro« 
cla’ ned*b:fo e h'm the st perior'ty of the Bhagavat over the 
Vedas Ov hearnug this, he could not remair quct fle 
argued w th tie Vaisnava and, ‘tis sad thal he d scomfited 
him, This incident Icd him to serous teflectiuns as to what 
he shoud do, Ac tist, he resolved tu proach the Vedic mh 
gion throughout India 

: Dayananda sfaited 01 his nission 11 the year 1867 or 
1868 of the Chustian era, in the forty-fouith year of his age. 
He passed through the ban<s of the Ganges, visiting several 
plaves as he went At Kampilne gar Pandil®Jawaa Dutta 
learnt Saudhya and Tarpana from the Swan, Several other 
Brahmans also teceived instiuctions, from him, and many 
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made a vow befere him to utter Gayatr: a thousand (mes a 
day. He then visited Kayamganj. Here Gopa tao Ian who 
afterwards wiote ‘ Dayauanda Dighijaya Arka,” met Dayae 
nanda and conversed with him on the subject of tne ge- 
worsbip It was then winter anc he saw the Swayze sitting 
ma garden on the banks of the Ganges, covered w th straw 
After this Dayananda went to Farakkabad. ‘The news ot hs 
artival spread througiout the own, and several perso is 
cavetohim Here he preached wth catncstness agatnst 
idol worship This roused the ire of the orthodox Brih vans 
who persecuted him. But, the peisuas ve e oquence of Daya- 
nanda exercisedsso great an wflue ree over theaudience thar 
some of the orthodox Hiidus even, threw away the r tdos 
and became worshippers of tie Eterna Being Amung those 
who supported the cause of the Vedic 1el gion, there were, a 
respectable gentleman named Panna Lall and some of his 
friends, through whose help Dayananda succeeded m estab- 
lishing a Vedic Pathshala at Mirzapore This was fol owed 
by the-establishment of simiar institutions at Kasiganj, 
Chalishwara and some other places Leav 1g Ta akkabad, 
Dayananda went to Ramghar. Here also he preached against 
idol-worship and showed the reasonableness of the Vedic 
religion. A plot was formed against his life, but Dayananda 
on being apprised of it beforehand left Ramghar aid went 
back to Farakkabad, On arrival he fousd the Ved Pathe 
shala in disorder He removed ir to anower place, aid wrth 
the help of Lala Jagannath Prasac and a Bania named Mur 
, bhayaram succeeded tn p acing tt on a firm fooling After 
this, Diyananda proceeded to Allahabad, vd Cawnpore [ure 
he succeeded in dissuading a gentleman, named Mihadeva 
Prasad, from adopting the Christ an teligion by corvincng 
that gentleman of the super ortty of the Vedic re iyton over 
Christianity. This spread the fame of Dayanaida throighe 
out Allahabad, but an attempt was nade hete also to tike 
away his hfe, He escaped this tune though the hip of Mz ha» 
deva Prasad, Leaving Allahabad Dayananda wout ta Rim 
nagar It was in January 1870, The Maharaja of Ramnapar 
(Benares) invited h'n to discuss with the Pandits of Benares 
on the subject of religion, Accordingly, he proceeded to 
Benares A discussion took piace in ine vourse of wh ch, 
the Paxudids asked him whethet the word Pratima cold be 
foundin the Vedas [n reply he said, quoting authority, 
that there was@such a word, but thu its mearing way, a 
measuie Dayananda went lo Berares fous times We + 
ever he went thither, jhe requested the Landi/s lo prove 
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whether fhe Vedas sanctioned image-worship, but no one 
gave response to it 
DAYANANDA IN BENGAL 


At this time Dayananda formed a scheme for the spread 
of the Vedic knowledge throughout India, by the establish- 
ment of Saiskrit Schools, making Benares the centre He 
proposed to teach the pup » Sans crit literature for two years, 
and after t»at to give them instruction in the Vedas In con- 
nection with th’s he had in vew the establishment of mght 
schoo s for the mstruction of Panaizs in tie Vedic Joe. He 
jntended to appvint some of the pupils of Virajananda Swami 
to teach the pup Is of these schools The Hindoo Patriot in 
its issue of the 17th Jaiuary 1870 supported this sche ne, 
and recommended the Dhavma Sabha as well asthe Brahmo 
Somaz to second the laadable efforts of the new Reforme:,’’ 
remaiking that, ''a sngle Indan Prince might give the 
money required” But nothing came out of this. Dayananda 
Jeft Benares for Allahabad on the 26th of January 1870 

I) December 1872, Dayananda went to Calcutta. He took 
up his abode m the suburban garden house of Maharaja 
(then Raja) Jotindia Mohan Tagore at Nynan. Hearing of the 
arrival of a great Pandit and reformer, people of all classes 
came tohin Dayatanda hada talk with Keshub Chandra 
onthe suyjectof re virth and Adwaitabad He conversed 
also with Babu Ray Narain Bose on the subject of Havana. 
On the latter speak ng of Havana as an idolatrous practice, 
Swamuytsaid that, that which was performed after invok ng | 
God and the oaject of wh ch was the good of mankind, could 
not be a part of :mage-worship. 

On the oth January 1873, Dayananda was inv‘ted to the 
house of Babu Keshub Ciandra There, several prominent 
members ofthe Brahmo Samaz met bim, and put to lim 
questions touch ng on the Aryan Shastras and reigion The 
replies he gave pleased them very much Special y, the lec- 
ture he deivered in Sanskrit took them by surp ise. They 
were at a oss to urderstand howa Pandit, unacquaiited 
with western Jearning, could hold such hberal views about 
re g on aad soc ology, and who wrth the help of vic Vedas, 
was bent upon effecting reforms in the religraus and social 
practices of the Aryans The easy and mell fluous language 
in which he spoke kept the audience spel-bourd On the 
pccasion of the 43rd ano versary of the Brab re» Samay Daya- 
nanda was avited tothe house of Babu Dehendra Nath‘ 
Tagore, There he received a cordjal reception, and con: 
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versed freely with some of the gentlemen present on the 
subject of religion {t pleased Dayananda very nunc) to read 
the Sans crit .$/ohas inscribed aouid the Veds in tre yard 
of the house 

Dayananda delivered some riore lectures in Cab utta, 
One was on the subject of God and ichgion Tus was 
attended to by several of the leading nen of Cacttta On 
the gth of March, he delivered ar other lecture in Sansksit on 
the Vedic doctrines at the premises of the Rararagar n ght 
school The lecture lasted more thar three hms, n the 
course of which he proved fron the Vedas, the urity of God, 
the iniquity of caste distinction and the evils ars 1g from 
early marriage. After staying a Ittle more than three 
months in Calcutta, Dayananda went to Hooghly Here he 
delivered a lecture sn Sanskiit which was heard with rapt 
attention, Severa Pandits of Bhatpara attended it Pandit 
Tara Charan Tarkaratna, the “Pavdet of the court af the 
Maharaja of Benares, happened to be hee at that time At 
the request of several gentlemen, he carried 01 a discus- 
sion with Swamij: on the subject of image-worship, Afler 
this, Dayananda left Bengal, and came back to Upper 
India, passing through several places in Behar 


His work tN Upeer [NpIA 


On reaching Benares Dayaninda took steps towards 

the establishment of a Vedic Pathshala, The residents of 
»Benares did not help him much and he had therefore to 
collect subsctiptions from other plices fis cffoils however, 
met with success, and a Vedic Pathshala, under the name 
of Vedie Sarbabhaum Pathshala was established. 

In the year 1874 Dayananda went to Bombay Here 
he made a protest against the M tharaj system of faith, and 
established an Arya Samaj  Jeaving Bombay, he pro 
ceeded to Ahmedabad and thence to Raj cote and there pro- 
claimed the triumph of the Ved c Keligion In the year 1875 
Dayananda went to Puna and delivered in that p acea series 
of lectures 

In the year 1877, Dayananda proceeded to Delhi At that 
time, several potentates had assemb ed tn that city lo hear 
the procamation of the Empress of Indias and Dayavanda 
preached the Vedic Religion in tie camp of the Maharaja 

-of,Indore. Aff@er this, he went to Lahore and delivered a 
series of lectures there. One of tiem was on Vedic evela- 
tion and another on the transmigration of souls Here he 
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preached ‘against idolatry Many persons of position, in- 
eluding Rajas even, requested Dayananda not to preach any 
thing against their beliets: but the Reformer was resolute in 
what he believed to be true and bodly proclaimed the 
same to the public Many however, supported the cause 
of the Vedic Religion; and an Arya Samaj was established 
here Leaving Lahore, Dayaianda visited several other 
places in tie Puayjab, and afterwards travelled through tie 
N-\W. Provinces and Rajputana, advocating the cause of 
the Vedic religoan woerever he went At Meerut, he esta. 
blished an Arya Samay and initiated some Vazsyas as dwias, 
al owing them to wear tie sacred thread. *At Ajynere he 
delivered twelve lectures on rel gious and social matters, 
and held discussions with two Christian Missionaries whom 
he discamfited. Whilst worang in ths manner, Dayananda 
wrote and published several works, such as the Veda 
Bhushya, wvuch he could not “finish, the Satyartha Praka- 
shika the Sanskaran Vidht and the Arya Upadesha 
Ratnamala 

Both Madame Blavatsky and Colonel Ocott greatly 
appreciated the work done by Dayananda After some cor- 
respondence with Swamiji in 1880, the Theosophical Society 
was incorporated with the Arya Samay, and the former 
began to issue dgplomas to its members under the name of 
the ‘ Theosophical Socicty of the Arya Samay of India,’’ 
But subsequent to this in the course of an interview w th 
Swamijt Colonel Olcott came to know that the Theosophicat 


Soc’ety differed from the Arya Samaz in some vital points. . 


Ths led to the separation of tie Theosophical Society from 
the Arya Samay. ia 

J) the year 1880 A D, Dayananda went to Odeypur. 
Here the Maharana read he Manu Smriti and some oliver 
books with Swamij:. At this t me, a Society was formed 
consist ng not only of the members of the Arya Samay, 
but others outs de its pae having sympathy with Daya- 
nandas move nent {t was naned the “ Paropakarine 
Sabha” ‘This Sadha is still in existence 

In January 1881 Dayananda Swami established a Goraé- 
shine Sabha at Agra, which was followed by the estab] shment 
of an Arya Saray at that place. 

In March 1883 Dayananda went to Soahpur on the 
invitation of the Mahara a of that place, who studied some 
Sanskrt works with hishelp. Here he p eathed the Vedic, 
religioi On receiving an invitaton fom the Maharaja of 
Jodhpur, Dayananda went to that place He was torshally 
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ceceived by his Highness, who gate lum a large sum of 
money towards the furtherance of his mission ‘This amount 
was sent to the Bombay Arya Samay 


His Eno. 


After a stay of tive months at Jochpur Swami fel! sick 
On hearing of it, the Mahataja sent his own doctor for his 
treatment It was the general bel’ef that the disease was tie 
effect of poson. As the malady began to nerease, it was 
considered advizabic to send ben to Mount Abu 


The Maharaja made necessa y alrangements and he hm- 
self accompanied the Swam) Here Dayananda was placed 
under the treatmeit of a native doctor His t eatment pro- 
duced a good effect on Swami , but Lhe doctor was obliged 
to goto Ajmere at the expny of hs leave. No other medical 
aid being available, Daffananda had to go to Ajmere Here 
the d’seuse tood a scviogGturn See ug b's end approaching 
Dayananda sent away 4alf’the persons who were with him 
and began to offer prayers to the Almighty As soon as the 
word Shanti” was uttered thi ce he departed from this life 
This sad event took place on the zoth of October 1883 AD, 
on the Dewads festival day Swamiyr was then in the fifty n nth 
year of his age . 


Swani Dayariids holds a high place among the great 
nen of India, {1 Icarning in e oquence, in Brahma Vidya 
*( spiritual knowledge) and in ascetic sn itis d fficult to find 
his equa. The service he rendered to his country nen was 
invaluable, In addit on to what he did for the revtval of the 
Vedic religion and the re estab ishment of the aicient system 
of education Swami Dayaraida took other works in hand 
for the good of our country He toax steps towa ds the pie 
vention of the slaughter of cows. He wrote a book on the 
subject named Gau Karuna Nidhi (“ataraarfifa ) He also 
wrote a me oorial, which was sigied by {1 adus as well as 
Muhmmadans, in which he showed that the p eservatior of 
sine was beneficial to the British Governmesl. He made up 
his mind to go with it to Eiglaid with the object of sub- 
mitting it, persona ly to He Mayes y tie Enp ess of Iida, 
but his premature death has d+prived us of the cha rce of seeing 
@ gieat good dome for our court y 


Swami Dayananda also took ste os towards the remova of 
some of our social evils, such as cary marr’ege, hered tary 
casle systen, and rest iction of travel ty (> cava lands 
These he wanted to aceqgypligh on Ue awhority of tw 
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